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All Guard’s Freeman wins Camp 
Perry Rifle Match ... from sports page 2 
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MEMPHIS, TN – The Univer-
sity of Memphis is mourning the 
passing of M-Club Hall of Fame 
(2007) linebacker Danton Barto, 
who passed away Monday at 50 
years old. 
 
  “It’s with a heavy heart that we 
learn of the passing of Danton 
Barto,” Memphis head football 
coach Ryan Silverfield said. “He 
was a Memphis Tiger legend, on 
and off the field. He was beloved 
by so many. Our thoughts and 
prayers from our entire com-
munity are with his family and 
his loved ones as we remember 
him today. Obviously, he was a 
fantastic football player, but 
those who had the opportunity to 
get to know Danton, knew that 
he was an incredible human 
being.” 
Barto is the school record holder 
for career solo tackles (273) and 
career total tackles (473) and 
ranks second all-time with 200 
assisted career tackles. 
An All-South Independent first 
team honoree in 1991, 1992 and 
1993, Barto was named the All-
South Independent Defensive 
Player of the Year in 1992 after 
leading Memphis with four inter-

 MEMPHIS, TN. – Following an 
exciting opening weekend of 
games, two Memphis women’s 
soccer players have collected the 
first American Athletic Confer-
ence awards of the season; 
Saorla Miller was named this 
week’s Offensive Player of the 

pared him for the National Tro-
phy Rifle competitions like the 
President’s Rifle Match – so 
much so that he secured a score 
that even he didn’t expect. 
“It’s the highest score I’ve ever 
shot,” he admitted in disbelief. 
“I think it’s because I came here 
confident in my equipment,” he 
went on. “I knew if I just put my 
zeroes on and shot at my target, 
the gun was going to do what it 
was supposed to do. That gives 
the shooter a lot of confidence, 
knowing that their equipment is 
the best that they can get.” 
Also readying him on the line 
was the confidence he has come 
to absorb from standing on the 
ranges of Camp Perry. He con-
fessed that he feels comfortable 
on the historic grounds and 
draws on the memory of the 
shores of Ohio’s Lake Erie 
(where the ranges are set) to ease 
his nerves during other competi-
tions. 
“In any other rifle match, I al-
ways visualize being at Camp 
Perry,” he said. “With seagulls 
flying – and that’s always what 
calms me down.” 
As a junior, Freeman shot with 
the NCRPA (North Carolina 
Rifle & Pistol Association) and 
has come back with military 
teams like the Army Reserve 
Team before transitioning to the 
Guard team three years ago. 

Mid-South and University of 
Memphis community mourn 
the passing of M Club Hall of 
Fame linebacker Danton Barto 

ceptions. In 1993, Barto recorded 
63 assisted tackles, which still 
ranks as the fourth-best single 
season mark in school history. 
His 144 total tackles that same 
season was good enough to re-
main fifth in Tiger history. 
 Barto earned All-Independent 
Football Alliance (IFA) Confer-
ence first-team honors in both 
1992 and 1993 and was the All-
IFA Defensive Player of the Year 

in 1992. 
A two-time Southern Living All-
South Team honoree (1992, 
1993), Barto was presented the 
Highland Hundred MVP award 
in both 1991 and 1993. 
Following his Tiger career, Barto 
spent five years playing profes-
sional football in the CFL and 
AFL. The Niceville, Fla., native 
coached in the AFL2 for the 
Memphis Xplorers, a team he 
guided to its first-ever league 
championship, earning Coach of 
the Year honors. 
 He took over as the head coach 
of the AFL's Las Vegas Gladi-
ators for their 2007 season and 
served as an NFL scout for the 
St. Louis Rams. 
 How to follow the Tigers: For 
complete information on Mem-
phis Tigers Football, visit 
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“I’ve seen juniors come up here 
and win things,” he said. 
Freeman talked of his childhood 
rivals like James Fox and Staff 
Sgt. John Coggshall (2019’s 
President’s Match winner), both 
part of the 2021 shootoff. Free-
man named them as good rep-
resentations of juniors 
continuing on and succeeding 
within the sport. 
“It’s really cool to see that there 
was that camaraderie of those 
kids that were trying to win. We 
were competing against each 
other as juniors 20 years ago, and 
now, it’s the same people on the 
firing line, and we’re still com-
peting against each other,” he 
said. “That’s really neat to see.” 
Freeman’s dad, Gary, is a Distin-
guished Rifleman and the one 
who introduced him to the sport. 
Gary even introduced him to his 
first AR-15, wrapping it up for 
Freeman’s 12th birthday. 
“My dad had me open it three 
weeks early because he couldn’t 
stand it. He wanted to see the 
gun,” Freeman explained with a 
laugh. 
“All the time and effort my dad 
put in with me – sizing my brass, 
loading my ammo – for all these 
years and passing it on to me – 
that’s the biggest thing to me,” 
he said. “Seeing that somebody 
put in all that time for me. It took 
a lot of time for me, but it ended 
up bringing a President’s 100 

victory home.” 
Along with his dad, Freeman 
credits Thurman Horner, the first 
civilian to ever earn a Distin-
guished Rifleman Badge in 
North Carolina, as an important 
mentor through his junior years 
and his adult career. 
“I’ve had really good coaches all 
through my past,” Freeman said. 
His dad has been with him at 
every National Matches over the 
years but was unable to make the 
trip in 2021. After earning the 
win in the President’s event, 
Freeman called his dad and 
Horner to tell them the news, 
saying, “I’m glad to be here, I’m 
humble and I thank the good 
Lord that he gave me the eye-
sight and physical ability to do 
this.” 
View a complete list of results of 
this and other 2021 Camp Perry 
National Rifle Matches at 
https://ct.thecmp.org/21nmri-
fleresults. 
 
The Civilian Marksmanship Pro-
gram is a federally chartered 501 
(c) (3) non-profit corporation. It 
is dedicated to firearm safety and 
marksmanship training and to the 
promotion of marksmanship 
competition for citizens of the 
United States. For more infor-
mation about the CMP and its 
programs, log onto 
www.TheCMP.org. 

Miller and Smit claim AAC Player of the Week awards 
Week while Kimberley Smit 
claimed the Defensive Player of 
the Week honor, the league an-
nounced on Monday. 
 Miller, a junior hailing from 
Nova Scotia, opened the season 
with a bang after scoring three 
goals in the team’s 4-0 season 

opening win over Southeast Mis-
souri State. After scoring in the 
9’ off an assist from Claire 
Abrey, Miller would net two 
more on her own in the 14’ and 
61’. This is the first Player of the 
Week win for Miller. 
  Smit, a senior from the Nether-

lands, played a major role for the 
Tigers in their opening weekend. 
She helped lead the team to a 
shutout in their opening match of 
the season while holding SEMO 
to just one recorded shot. Smit 
also played a part in holding No. 
23 Ole Miss to just seven shots in 

110 minutes of play in the team’s 
1-1 (2OT) draw. 
 This is the second Player of the 
Week win for Smit in her career. 
 For complete information  visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com and follow 
the team's social media channels on 
Twitter, Instagram and Facebook.  


